
by KARI ECKEL

The League of Women Voters (LWV) of 
Bay Village held their first Voter Girl 
workshop with Brownie Girl Scout Troop 

71943 at the Bay Village Library on April 10. The 
Voter Girl Project was developed by the LWV 
of Kent, Ohio, in partnership with Girl Scouts 
of Northeast Ohio. The Voter Girl Project aims 
to teach scouts of all levels – from Daisies to 
Ambassadors – about the responsibilities of citizenship, voting and leadership.

League members Evelyn Sobczek, Jane Blackie, Kari Eckel and Chapter Chair 
Cynthia White presented a program including principles of good citizenship, 

illustrated with a puppet show, and a book reading about 
what makes a good community member. They played a 
diversity game with a variety of yummy snacks and learned 
the meaning of the words of the Pledge of Allegiance, as 
well as the significance of the colors, stripes and stars on 
our American flag.  

The girls were given the opportunity to vote on options 
for their next badge project. This demonstrated the use of 
voting to reach a fair decision. Topping off the day, the 
girls participated in a craft, making a baton from a recycled 

paper towel tube and enjoyed a patriotic parade waving their batons and chanting: 
“We are Voter Girls, we are Brownies! Making a difference in our communities!”

by MARYANN 
FITZMAURICE

Spring has finally 
sprung. And it brings 
not only warmer 

weather and flowering trees 
but migrating songbirds.

In fact, The Biggest 
Week in American Birding 
is coming up May 6-15. It's 
a birding festival held every 
year during peak songbird 
migration at Magee Marsh, a 

2,202-acre marshland man-
aged by the Ohio Division of 
Wildlife about 90 miles west 
on the shore of Lake Erie. 
The festival features guided 
birding field trips, talks on 
birding and bird identifica-
tion, and fun activities like 
the birder’s marketplace, 
bird tattoo contest and 
birder prom. Visit biggest-
weekinamericanbirding.
com to learn more.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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Boardwalk at Magee Marsh, warbler capital 
of the world.

The Biggest Week in 
American Birding
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Barb Gauthier receives Porter Library volunteer award
by ELAINE WILLIS

Barb Gauthier received 
the 2022 Myrna Chelko 
Volunteer Award 

from Westlake Porter Public 
Library at a special ceremony 
preceding the April 20 board 
meeting. The award is given 
annually to the volunteer who 
best demonstrates the spirit of 
volunteerism exemplified by 
its namesake, Myrna Chelko.

Gauthier joined the 
Friends of Porter Public 
Library in January 2021. When 
the long-time Portables Gift 
Shop manager decided to 
step down, she almost imme-
diately expressed an interest 
in taking over. Gauthier began 

managing Portables shortly 
after meeting with the outgo-
ing manager, and in her first 
year of running Portables the 
store netted over $21,000! It is 
due to Gauthier stepping in 
and maintaining the excellent 
quality of merchandise and 
service that Portables is known 
and loved for that it still exists.

Myrna Chelko was a 
long-time library volunteer 
who was known for her dedi-
cation to the library and her 
hard work. She helped found 
the Friends of Porter Public 
Library 50 years ago (1972), 
and her many volunteer ser-
vices include being an officer 
of that group and a Library 
Board member. 

Barb Gauthier receives a commemorative 
plaque naming her the 2022 Myrna Chelko 
Volunteer Award winner from Westlake Porter 
Public Library Director Andrew Mangels.

Bay LWV offers Voter 
Girl program to Bay 
Brownie troop

Evelyn Sobczek leads the scouts in a patriotic parade.

Learn about important elements in Bay Village 
history like the Dover-by-the-Lake library at Rose 

Hill, the beginnings of Baycrafters and the Lake Erie 
Junior Museum (now the Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center), and the opening of Parkview School. The 
Wischmeyer model boat exhibit is complemented by 
a display of vintage bathing suits. A Suffrage poster 
on display in the parlor encourages voting. The 
parlor is decorated in 1920s fashion, to tie in with 
the library and school history.

The nearby Osborn Learning Center houses a 
“Crime Room,” with exhibits detailing the career of 
Eliot Ness and the criminal case of Sam Sheppard.

Rose Hill Museum and the Osborn Learning 
Center, 27715 Lake Road, are open from 2 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m. on Sundays from April through December. 
Admission is free. Group tours can be arranged. 

Rose Hill Museum reopens 
with 'A Nod to the Past'

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Baltimore orioles are back in town
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But the big draw is the birds! Spring 
migrations bring thousands of brightly 
colored, gregarious songbirds to the 
terminal woodlands along the shore 
of Lake Erie, where they rest and feed 
up before making the long flight across 
the lake. The big spring songbird prize 
is warblers, and Magee Marsh is known 
as the warbler capital of the world. It 
has a 1.2-mile-long handicap accessible 
boardwalk to which birders from all over 
the world come during the biggest week. 

It can be crowded and sound a bit 
like the United Nations during the big-
gest week. But there are other excellent 
birding sites nearby, such as the Ottawa 
National Wildlife Refuge, Metzger Marsh 
and Howard Marsh Metropark, if you 
want to avoid the crowds. 

Good news. There is also excellent 

birding closer to home during the big-
gest week, and all of May for that matter. 
And migrating songbirds like Baltimore 
orioles, hummingbirds and even war-
blers, have already started to show up 
here at backyard birdfeeders and in local 
parks.

One excellent local birding site is 
Huntington Reservation right here in Bay 
Village. Over 200 species of birds have 
been spotted at Huntington, including 
many migrating songbirds with fasci-
nating names like vireos, kinglets, gnat-
catchers, grosbeaks and nuthatches as 
well as 30 species of warblers. 

Although you may well see warblers 
and other migrating songbirds along the 
lakefront at Huntington, you may have 
better luck on the Hemlock Loop, Porter 
Creek, Rabbit and aptly named Songbird 
Loop hiking trails. Other familiar local 
birding spots are Rocky River Park and 
the Rocky River Reservation, particularly 
the Nature Center feeders and trails. 

Less familiar may be Wendy Park 
Cleveland Metropark, a tiny but mighty 
22-acre gem on the near west-side lake-
front with a view of downtown Cleve-
land. Over 260 species of birds have 
been spotted there, in a small woodlot 
sandwiched between Lake Erie and the 
railroad tracks, including many migrat-
ing songbirds and warblers. 

And finally Sandy Ridge Reservation 
Lorain County Metropark, a 526-acre 
wetland and wildlife preserve in North 
Ridgeville. It has a 2-mile-long fully 
accessible loop trail that passes through 
songbird woods then encircles two man-
made marshes, with benches along the 
way and on top of a central observation 
mound from which you can view the 
marshes from above. If two miles is too 
long a walk, Sandy Ridge offers guided 
birding-by-tram rides during the biggest 
week and later in May. 

So get out there and enjoy The Big-
gest Week in American Birding. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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Randolph L. Knavel, Attorney at Law
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1991 Crocker Road, Suite 600, Westlake 
Call (440) 946-5155 to schedule an appt.

Protect and Preserve Your Retirement Nest Egg
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Meet Mayor Dennis Clough
The Westlake | Bay Village Observer will be 
sponsoring Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough's State of 
the City address at the Westlake Community Services 
Center on Tuesday, May 10, at 6:00 p.m. The event is 
open to the public. 

Mayor Clough responds to audience questions at last year's State of 
the City address.

Bird enthusiasts at Clague Park take photos of young Great Horned owls. PH
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community newspaper and website written by, for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community. The mission of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve 
and energize the community through the participation 
of the 1,300+ community volunteers. All Westlake and 
Bay Village residents are invited to participate.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.  (We don’t share information)                                   

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

Business promotional articles will not be published. 
Contact us for advertising rates.

QUESTIONS? Contact: staff@wbvobserver.com or 
440-409-0114

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of 
the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.

PRODUCTION OFFICE
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440-409-0114 

Copyright ©2022 The Westlake | Bay Village Observer. 
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Any reproduction is forbidden without written 
permission.
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WDAB wins big for sports with 
its annual Demon Derby event
by JANE PEER

In the spring of 2020, like most other 
non-profits, Westlake Demons Ath-
letic Boosters (WDAB) canceled its 

annual in-person fundraiser. 
“We got by,” said WDAB President 

Virnette House Browning. “Budgets 
were tighter and we had to cut back like 
many other non-profits in the area,” said 
House-Browning. 

But not this year. 
Saturday, April 9, was a great 

night for the organization. With over 
300 attendees and support from many 
local businesses, WDAB raised nearly 
$25,000. 

Emceed by Jerry Pae and sponsored 
by locally based businesses and the 
Westlake High School girls soccer team, 

the event featured horse racing, casino 
tables, raffle prizes, and sideboard bets.  

“It was so exciting to see 300 people 
come out dressed in their derby attire, 
ready to have a great time, all for a 
good cause,” said Demon Derby event 
chair and WDAB Vice President Delicia 
Ostrowski. “I couldn’t be more pleased 
with the turnout and the generosity of 
our sponsors and community.”

The Westlake Demons Athletic 
Boosters supports Westlake High School 
sports teams by providing funding for 
uniforms, equipment, an onsite T-3 
training facility, field maintenance, off-
site rental fees, end-of-season awards, 
and the Alumni Hall of Fame showcase. 
For more information about the orga-
nization or to become a member, visit 
www.westlakeathleticboosters.org. 

WESTLAKE DEMONS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

Westlake parents and community members dress the part at the Demon 
Derby Night at the Races and Casino fundraiser.

by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

The Westlake Kiwanis Club invites all 
citizens of Westlake, including sports 
organizations and civic groups, to take 

part in their annual Memorial Day Parade 
and Service. The parade travels down Hilliard 
Boulevard and finishes in Clague Park, where 
the memorial services honoring those civil-
ians and military who sacrificed so much to 
protect and keep this country free take place.

The Kiwanis welcomes those who partic-
ipated in previous years' parades and services 
to join them again this year. Your participa-
tion in the past was appreciated. The parade 
will kick off in front of Sts. Peter and George 
Church at 10 a.m. on Monday, May 30.

Please call Rick Grane 440-829-0974 or 
rickgrane@aol.com for more information 
about how you can participate. 

Westlake's Memorial Day festivities
WESTLAKE KIWANIS CLUB
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PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

May 21 @ 7pm
AN INTIMATE BENEFIT FOR THE PLAYHOUSE

Café Melissa catering, libations, music
Limited Tickets: www.BAYarts.net

ENCORE: 
The Next Act

by JEFF BING

It’s not every day you get to rub elbows with 
royalty, especially when that royalty also 
happens to own your city’s football team. 

Who would have thought that by stopping for 
gas at a Flying J Travel Plaza would lead to an 
in-depth, sit-down conversation with the owner 
of one of football’s most storied franchises?

I mean, I was merely browsing through the 
clothing, as there seemed to be a pretty good 
selection of football jerseys – in particular some 
significant markdowns on jerseys that bore the 
name “Manziel” – and as I was checking the 
sizes, a voice behind me said. “Yeah, not one of 
my better moves.”

I turned around and found myself face-to-
face with a man who looked to be in his late 60s 
and nattily attired in a brown and orange blazer 
with “Da Boss” stitched across the left pocket of 
the jacket.

As I was about to respond to the man, a 
woman appeared from another aisle. She was 
in a fancy brown and orange sweater which bore 
stitching like that on the man’s blazer, except 
hers read, “Dee Boss.”  

She snapped, “No kidding, Jimmy.” As she 
came closer, I also noticed a horizontal arrow 
in the middle of her sweater and pointing to her 
left. Beneath the arrow were the words, “I’m with 
stupid,” and since Jimmy was standing directly 
to her left, you could sort of sense who she was 
referring to.

Anyway, I introduced myself (as “Bob 
Woodward, Washington Post,” since I didn’t 
want to intimidate Jimmy if he realized that I 
was the guy who’d been trashing him for the last 
10 years, which is, coincidentally, how long he’s 

owned the football team). I asked if he could 
spare a few moments for an impromptu inter-
view, and he quickly agreed (after getting Dee’s 
permission).

The following are excerpts from our con-
versation.

Bob Woodward: Thanks for taking the time 
to chat with me. It’s quite an honor to talk to you.

Da Boss: The honor is all mine, Mr. Wood-
ward. I’ll talk to anyone as long as it isn’t that 
idiot Jeff Bing, disguised – poorly, I might add – 
as a writer for the Westlake/Bay Village Observer.

BW: I’ve read some of his stuff. He should 
have been the one they impeached.

DB: Amen, brother. Now, what is on your 
mind?

BW: I think it’s safe to say that our readers 
would like to hear about the Deshaun Watson 
deal. A lot of people are upset that you paid so 
much – in money as well as draft picks – for a guy 
who possibly might not even play this year. Can 
you elaborate?

DB: Can I what?
BW: Can you expound?
DB: Can I what? You know, you’re starting 

to remind me of that idiot writer …
BW: Can you explain?
DB: Well, the draft picks were a simple mis-

communication. See, it was lunch time when we 
made the deal, Dee and I were hungry, so Dee 
said, “Why not get a few Quarter-pounders?” 
Silly me. I thought she said, “Give them a few 
first-rounders.” So, I did. When you think about 
it, we pretty much stink at drafting guys anyway, 
so what’s the big deal?

BW: Jeez, look at the time. I’m afraid we’re 
going to have wrap this interview up. Just rest 
assured that the readers of the Observer will enjoy 
reading about …

DB: The Observer?? Hey, you’re that joker 
from Westlake – get back here! Dee, he did it 
again. 

Hangin’ with Mr. H
SPORTING VIEWS

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The City of Westlake welcomed 
another new member of the city's 
fire department on April 24. Fire-

fighter/paramedic Ryan Sholtis comes to 
Westlake with more than seven years of 
experience in his chosen field. 

Sholtis took the oath of office, 
administered by Mayor Dennis Clough, 
at Westlake City Hall in front of family, 
friends and colleagues. Mayor Clough 
and Fire Chief Jim Hughes explained to 
those in attendance that Westlake prides 

itself on the high standard of excellence 
it holds for its firefighters, making it no 
small feat to be hired to the Westlake Fire 
Department. 

Prior to Westlake, Sholtis spent four 
years working for the City of Parma, two 
years working for Olmsted Falls and also 
worked for Broadview Heights. 

The City of Westlake is pleased to 
continue its efforts to bolster its safety 
forces given the number of retirements 
that have occurred over the past two 
years. These efforts include adding three 
new firefighters in February. 

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough with Ryan Sholtis, Chief Jim Hughes and 
Asst. Chief Mike Freeman.

Westlake welcomes firefighter/ 
paramedic Ryan Sholtis
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BROWNIES from front page    

Each girl went home with a 
snack bag, baton, an “I Voted” 
sticker, a Brownie “Celebrating 
Community” badge and a Voter 
Girl patch. 

Bay Village LWV looks for-
ward to engaging with additional 
Girl Scout troops of all ages who 
would like to earn Voter Girl 
patches and citizenship related 
badges. 

Evelyn Sobczek reads a book about 
children making a difference in their 
community.

A Girl Scout in the "voting 
booth" selects her choice 
for the troop's next badge 
project.

Jane Blackie 
explores what 
to do if you find 
a lost bracelet, 
to illustrate the 
principles of good 
citizenship.
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Come Meet Your New Best Friends at 
Towne Center Independent Living Apartments

Take a dip in our indoor pool. Get active in our �tness gym. Be social in our clubhouse.
Because the rest of your life should be the best of your life.

 • All-Inclusive:
Housekeeping Services | Continental Breakfast | Local Transportation

• Custom Apartment Decor Options
• In-suite Washer/Dryer

Sprenger Health Care Towne Center
Independent Living Clubhouse

200 Community Drive, Avon Lake, Ohio 44012
www.SprengerHealthCare.com

by MARY BETH SCHNEIDLER

It was a bright sunny day on 
Friday, April 29, as Arbor Day 
was celebrated at Dover Inter-

mediate School in Westlake. The 
students attended a tree planting 
ceremony celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of Arbor Day.

Mayor Dennis Clough; Mr. 
Paul Quinn III, Westlake Service 
Director; Stan Barnard, Westlake’s 
Urban Forestry Manager; and 
members of the Westlake Service 
Department and the city’s Tree 
Commission were there to assist 
with the planting of a tree. Several 
weeks prior to the ceremony, all 
fifth-grade students were invited 
to submit a poster explaining 
“Why trees are important to me!” 

Forty-nine members of the 
class generated a poster to enter 
in the annual contest. The posters 
were then judged by Stan Barnard, 
Paul Quinn III and Mary Beth 
Schneidler, Ken Sadd and Justin 
Parks, members of the Westlake 
Tree Commission.

To open the ceremony the 
mayor led a discussion on Arbor 
Day and the efforts of the City of 
Westlake to preserve and care for 
our trees! This is the 31st year that 
Westlake has been recognized as 
a Tree City USA.

Arbor Day began in the U.S. in 

1872 in Nebraska when an estimat-
ed 1 million trees were planted to 
promote more tree coverage in the 
United States. Since 1970, Arbor 
Day has been observed on the last 
Friday in April in the continental 
United States.

Six fifth-grade students were 
selected as the winners of the 
contest: Seraphina Jia, Netalina 
Giardini, Sophia Pande, Allyssa 
Chen, Maya Gentry and Kate 
Puchmeyer were all presented a 
proclamation by Mayor Clough. 
Each proclamation designated a 
day in Westlake honoring each 
student and congratulated them 

for an outstanding poster. The 
students also received a ribbon 
for their winning posters.

A beautiful Show Time cra-
bapple tree was provided by 
the city and then planted by the 
students at Dover Intermediate 
School.

The City of Westlake’s Tree 
Commission, which has been in 
existence for 31 years, works tire-
lessly to preserve trees in West-
lake. They also have a great deal 
of input on what trees should be 
planted throughout the city. The 
commission certainly hopes that 
this poster contest is one way to 
encourage all Westlake residents 
to cherish our beautiful trees!

Members of the commis-
sion are Ken Sadd, Justin Parks, 
Diane Morris and Mary Beth 
Schneidler. 

Westlake Tree Commission 
hosts Arbor Day planting

DIS fifth-graders take their turns shoveling dirt onto 
the crabapple tree.

The participants in the Arbor Day poster contest pose with the mayor after helping to plant a tree in front of their school.
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Bay Village has a new library!

An aerial photo of Cuyahoga County Public Library's new Bay Village branch. The architectural design is reflective of residents' input with a nod to the character of 
Bay Village historical buildings.
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by TARA WENDELL

The culmination of six years of discus-
sions, several public input sessions, two 
architectural plans and 14 months of 

construction was unveiled at the grand opening 
of the new Bay Village Branch Library building 
on April 30.

A throng of area residents came out to cel-
ebrate the occasion, which featured remarks 
from Cuyahoga County Public Library execu-
tive director Tracy Strobel, Mayor Paul Koomar, 
County Councilmember Nan Baker, State Rep. 
Monique Smith, State Sen. Matt Dolan, a repre-
sentative from U.S. Sen. Rob Portman’s office, 
and CCPL board president Dean DePiero. An 
estimated 2,900 people toured the building after 
the speeches and a ceremonial ribbon-cutting.

Though only 3,000 square feet larger than 
the old branch, the 17,000-square-foot facility 
features a number of improvements, and was 
designed with the future in mind. As reading 
habits change, libraries seek to move beyond 
being a simple repository of books and periodi-
cals, to become integrated in civic life.

The new building features a “maker space” 
with 3D printers, embroidery and engraving 
machines, and computers with advanced soft-
ware. There are reading nooks and fireplaces, 
meeting rooms, a rooftop patio and a large space 
dedicated to activities for children and teens.

“The space lends itself to people coming 
together – whether it be for playtime, sto-
rytime, a meeting, just to spend time with 
friends and neighbors. It’s really a community 
uniter,” branch manager Jessica Breslin told 
the Observer.

“We’re so much beyond the books that we 
have,” she continued. “We have this irresistible 
collection, but on top of that, there’s space for 
people, there’s space for quiet reflection, there’s 
space for activities, there’s space for socializing 

and there’s space for enjoy-
ing the beauty of the natural 
resources in Cahoon Park.”

The construction of the 
facility itself was designed to 
adapt to changing needs.

“New building technol-
ogy has allowed us to use a 
raised flooring system ... the 
heating and cooling is all 
running underfoot,” Strobel 
explained at a library pre-
view on April 29. “There’s a 
two-foot plenum, or vacant 
space, for all heating and 
cooling, as well as power 
and data.”

The raised flooring 
system is covered in remov-
able tiles and carpet squares, 
allowing for a flexible floor 
plan that doesn’t require ducts, vents and out-
lets to be moved as the layout is changed.

The library’s location in the heart of town 
makes it the linchpin in the city’s development 
plans.

“It’s a fabulous addition for the Bay Village 
town center,” Mayor Koomar said. “It fits in well 
with our master plan that we developed back 
in 2017 and it will be an anchor between our 
commercial district and the park improvements 
we’re making to the lakefront.”

The newest of CCPL’s 27 branches, board 
president DePiero pointed out that this is the 
only building with a view of the lake.

Despite all of the changes and upgrades, 
Strobel stressed that one important constant 
would remain.

“It’s the same friendly faces, the same help-
ful staff dedicated to serving,” she said. “You can 
have a beautiful building but it’s not a great 
library without the people.” 

Community unites for 
library grand opening
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Tracy Strobel and Mayor Koomar cut the ceremonial ribbon to officially open the library.

A crowd of all ages gathered for the grand opening celebration on April 30, 
featuring the Bay High Drumline, food trucks and a ribbon-cutting.
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A crowd of all ages gathered for the grand opening celebration on April 30, 
featuring the Bay High Drumline, food trucks and a ribbon-cutting.

Mayor Paul Koomar, CCPL Executive Director Tracy Strobel, and Bay Village Branch Manager Jessica Breslin at the library’s grand opening 
preview night on April 29.

The second-story terrace provides views of the Cahoon Creek valley and Lake Erie.

C.C. and Lettie Toetz explore the educational toys in the 
children's room.

One of the conversation areas inside the new library.

 The innovative 
“maker space” 
includes 3D 
printers; 
embroidery, 
Cricut and 
engraving 
machines; 
and computers with advanced software 
provided free to use for patrons.

The library has two 
electric vehicle 
charging stations.
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Browser cookies         
and your privacy

This is part of the series on privacy in 
the digital world.

by TAK SATO

You've probably heard/read 
these words in the same sen-
tence: browsers, cookies, and 

your privacy. Most geeks and Klingons 
alike, aka technologists, will say there 
are multiple types of browser cookies 
but we'll condense them into first-party 
and third-party cookie categories.

For more than a decade, through 
my work, I observed "convenience" to 
be the number one reason for browser 
cookies to exist from a user's perspec-
tive. Conveniences such as being 
able to open a browser to check your 
email without having to remember 
the password to log into your account. 
First-party cookies enable you to do 
just that. They also enable you to have 
a personalized browsing experience 
based on what you have done while on 
that website. These first-party cookies 
are fed to your browser by the website 
you are visiting.

The same websites you visit can 
also feed your browser third-party 
cookies and these include cookies for 
tracking and collecting your internet 
browsing activities (geeky terminology: 
cross-site tracking cookies) that can be 
sold for marketing and other purposes.

Many websites have advertise-
ments. These advertisers are consid-
ered third-parties to the website you 
initially visited and will feed your 
browser third-party cookies – regard-
less of whether you actually click those 
advertisements (link/pictures/videos) 
or not.

If you use Mozilla's Firefox brows-
er, the default cookie setting (aka "Stan-

dard" option) already blocks some of 
the third-party cookies, mainly the 
cookies that track your browsing activi-
ties. Currently that is not the case with 
Google's Chrome browser and you'll 
need to make changes in the browser's 
"Settings" page. Note that Google uses 
a different terminology – you need to 
flip-the-switch on the "Send a 'Do Not 
Track' request with your browsing traf-
fic" option so the browser tries to block 
the tracking cookies.

So, then, why don't we just config-
ure our browsers to block "all" third-
party cookies, including tracking cook-
ies, and call it a day? Wish it was that 
simple! Unfortunately, there are web-
sites that don't show up properly when 
all third-party cookies are blocked. This 
means it can become trial-and-error 
but the good news is that if you find one 
of your favorite websites broken when 
the browser is set to block all third-party 
cookies, you can enter that website's 
address in the exceptions list so the 
browser does not block third-party 
cookies from websites on your excep-
tions list (geeky term: whitelisting).

Select countries across-the-pond 
have the GDPR (General Data Protection 
Regulation) law which enforces protec-
tion of privacy of individuals from EU 
member countries when they are brows-
ing; there is no equivalent stateside other 
than some state regulations.

In the next column we'll finish talk-
ing about third-party cookies, including 
some instructional overviews of how 
to make these changes in Chrome and 
Firefox browsers. We'll also start talking 
about other ways the companies can 
track our internet activities sans cook-
ies. Yes, you read that right – tracking 
your internet activities without relying 
on cookies. 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

The Bay High School centennial 
celebration continues!

Bay High School, the Bay 
Alumni Foundation, the city of Bay Vil-
lage and the Bay Village Green Team 
have joined forces to celebrate Arbor 
Day and 100 years of Bay High School 

with a tree planting dedication cer-
emony on Wednesday, May 11, at 4:30 
p.m. at Bay High School, 29230 Wolf 
Road. This event is open to the public.

To celebrate 100 years of high 
school in Bay Village, an approxi-
mately 5-foot, white oak tree will be 
planted in the front lawn area of Bay 
High School. A plaque will also be 

placed at the site that explains the 
significance of the tree.

An identical tree will also be 
planted on the grounds of Bay Middle 
School, 27725 Wolf Road, which is the 
original site of Parkview School, the 
first Bay Village school to offer grades 
9-12. This tree will be planted west of 
the Bay Middle School football field, 
and replace a tree that was damaged 
and removed after a recent storm. A 
plaque will also be installed to share 
the story behind this planting. 

Please look for these new addi-
tions and plaques the next time you 
visit these schools. 

Tree planting honors Bay 
High centennial, Arbor Day

BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS

Parkview School was the first Bay Village school 
to offer grades 9-12.

Bay High will celebrate 100 years with a tree planting on 
Wednesday, May 11, at 4:30 p.m.

Bay Village builds larger,   
modern library on Cahoon Road
This is the third in a series of articles on 
the history of the library in Bay Village, in 
celebration of the new Bay Village Branch 
Library that opened on April 30.

by CYNTHIA EAKIN

By the late 1970s, Bay Village had 
outgrown the library building at 
the corner of Dover Center Road 

and Wolf Road. A decision was made to 
construct a larger, more modern building.

A $1.2 million bond issue was 
approved by the voters of Bay Village on 
Nov. 7, 1978, for the design and construc-
tion of a new library. The Bay Village branch 
of the Cuyahoga County Public Library at 
502 Cahoon Road opened on April 5, 1981. 
The new building had 15,735 square feet 
of space and housed 70,000 volumes. The 
design received an award from the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects/Architects Soci-
ety of Ohio in the fall of that year.

“The building was built in 1981 and 
renovated in 1997,” Bay Village Branch 
Manager Jessica Breslin noted. “At that 
time, the circulation department, entry-
ways, computer and teen areas were 
modified significantly. There was a stage 
in the meeting room, which was removed 
during the renovation. The children’s play 
area was expanded and comfortable seat-
ing was added around 2012.”

“Over the years, we expanded early 
childhood programming to include 
STEAM programming, extended story 
times, facilitated kindergarten readiness 
activities and sensory story times adapted 
for youth with disabilities. Other chil-
dren’s programs such as Book Buddies, 
Chalk the Walk and the Summer Reading 
Game grew in popularity,” she added.

“After the closure of the Bayway after-
school program, the library became a safe 

and engaging place for middle school 
students to spend time in the afternoon. 
We created a weekly Teen Zone program 
that encouraged our tweens and teens 
to participate in activities such as paint-
ing workshops, tech classes, movie days 
and service projects. We had a home-
work mentor to assist students with their 
schoolwork Monday through Thursday 
afternoons. Our staff welcomed students 
in and had a chance to make some great 
connections with them,” Breslin said.

“We offered digital literacy program-
ming for adults including training on the 
library’s digital resources, iPad 101 and 
drop-in and download. We hosted the 
AARP for tax preparation sessions from 
January through April annually. Many 
civic organizations have utilized our 
meeting spaces, including the Bay Vil-
lage Historical Society, League of Women 
Voters, Board of Elections, Girl Scouts, Sea 
Scouts, PTA and the Bay Village Commu-
nity Council,” she said. “We have hosted 
many authors including local favorites like 
Michael Heaton, James Renner and Dan 
Coughlin. 

The Friends of the Library offered 
both quarterly and ongoing book sales 
and generously supported library pro-
gramming. We offered various maker 
programs including 3D origami wall art, 
vegan leather jewelry, glass etching and 
book folding. We offered three monthly 
book discussions, including partnerships 
with Dwyer Senior Center and BAYarts.”

“Our collection floats from build-
ing to building, so we don’t keep sta-
tistics on the number of volumes that 
we now house,” Breslin explained. “But, 
our annual circulation from the Cahoon 
Road location was approximately 
248,000 items with an average of 153,000 
customer visits.” 

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Memorial Day parade 
returns to Bay Village

After a two-year absence the Bay Village Memorial 
Day parade has returned. It is that time of the 
year when we start to think about summer and 

look forward to the Memorial Day weekend.
While many think of this as a “holiday” it is really 

a “remembrance” day. It is meant to remember all the 
men and women who have died in service to our country.

This year the Bay Village Memorial Day Parade 
will be on Monday May 30. The parade’s timetable is 
as follows:
• 8 a.m. – Assemble in Huntington Beach parking lot 

on Lake Road
• 8:45 a.m. – March west on Lake Road to Lakeside 

Cemetery
• 9 a.m. – Ceremonies at Lakeside Cemetery
• 9:15 a.m. – March east on Lake Road to the Cahoon 

Park gazebo
• 9:45 a.m. – Ceremonies at Cahoon Park

The parade committee invites all veterans to par-
ticipate and march in the parade. 

American Legion Post 385 is the main organizer 
of the parade with assistance from Vietnam Veterans 
of America Chapter 249 and VFW Post 9693. Any ques-
tions regarding the parade can be addressed to Joe 
Cronin of the American Legion at 216-521-7849. 
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Sid’s Play, Learn,  & Grow Space 
opened at the Bay Village Library 

on April 30th!  

Thank you to our youngest library loving friends for  
sharing drawings of your favorite books with us!

Thanx you!

DRAWING CONTEST WINNERS

Zett, 4, “The Bad Seed Goes 
to the Library” by Jory John

Hawk, 7, “The Adventures of  

Captain Underpants” by Dav Pilkey

Thank you to everyone that has donated 
thus far to the space.  Without our 200+ 
donors, there would be no children’s play 

space at the new Bay Village library. 

We dedicate this space to  
Sidney Heidrick and his love  

of the library.

sidsplaylearnandgrowspace.com

X

X

Sid, age 3
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public Library’s  
early May 2022 calendar of events. All pro-
grams are subject to change. Please check 
westlakelibrary.org or follow the library on 
Facebook and Twitter (@WestlakePorter) for 
the latest updates.

Tuesday, May 3 (7-8:30 p.m.) World at 
War Forum – The World at War Forum is a 
group of local people interested in the history 
of the first 50 years of the 20th century and 
the cataclysmic World Wars and associated 
events that helped shape our current world. 
The May program will be "Fear God and 
Dreadnaught: The Battleship of the 20th Cen-
tury," rescheduled from January. Join us for 
a lively discussion of the history and impact 
of the battleship on the 20th century. In addi-
tion, attendees will be able to participate in 
a series of naval war games. Please register.

Wednesdays, May 4 and 11 (6:30-8:30 
p.m.) Horror Film Club – Join us for another 
creepy classic from the Vault! New members 
are welcome, but children under 13 must be 
with an adult. Join us in person or stream on 
Watch2Gether.com. The link will be posted at 
6 p.m. the day of the program.

Wednesday, May 4 (7-7:30 p.m.) and Sat-
urdays, May 7 and 14 (10:30-11 a.m.) Family 
Storytime – Join us for rhymes, songs and 
play! For families with children ages 2-6. Sib-
lings are welcome. Registration begins one 
week before each session.

Thursday, May 5 (1-7 p.m.) American 
Red Cross Bloodmobile

Thursday, May 5 (1:30-3:30 p.m.) Paint-
ing with Acrylics – Learn from a profes-
sional acrylics painter how to create a canvas 
painting of a fishbowl with fish using acrylics. 
Please register.

Friday, May 6 (4-5 p.m.) and Sunday, 
May 15 (2-3 p.m.) Brick Builders – Do you 
love Legos? Bring your ideas and imagina-
tion to Brick Builders! Bricks provided. No 
registration required; first come, first served. 
Ages 5-12.

Saturday, May 7 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) Free 
Comic Book Day – Join us to celebrate 
Free Comic Book Day! We will be giving out 
free comic books in the lobby all day (while 
supplies last) through our partnership with 
Carol & John’s Comic Book Shop.

Friday, May 9 (9:30-10 a.m.) Music 
Is My Jam – Explore music with shakers, 
rhythm sticks and more! For children ages 2-7 
with disabilities, and a caregiver. Siblings are 
welcome. This program will encourage gross 
and fine motor movements while playing 
with instruments and moving to music. Play-
ing musical instruments stimulates the brain 
to make new connections and strengthens 
existing ones. This program is led by a librar-
ian, not a therapist and is not a substitute for 
music or other therapy. Please register.

Mondays, May 9 and 16 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
Teen Lounge – Need a place to hang out 
after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen Lounge 
for video games, board games and more! 
Grades 7-12.

Monday, May 9 (7-8:30 p.m.) 3D Print-
ing Orientation – In order to use the 
library's 3D printer, you'll need to take this 
orientation first. Learn library policies about 
using it, how to download a 3D-printable 
object, and how to prepare it for a great print. 
Please register.

Tuesday, May 10 (7-8:30 p.m.) Tuesday 
Evening Book Club (In Person AND 

Virtual) – Join us in person or on Zoom to 
discuss "The Four Winds" by Kristin Hannah. 
The discussion will be held in person and on 
Zoom simultaneously. Please register. If you 
register for the Zoom option you will receive 
instructions by email.

Wednesday, May 11 (6-8:30 p.m.) 
Heartsaver CPR/AED – Get certified for 
adult, child, and infant CPR and AED. Email 
required for certification. Participants under 
the age of 14 must have a parent or legal 
guardian with them in class. Instruction 
provided by certified instructors from UH St. 
John Medical Center. If any questions, con-
tact the instructors at uh4cpr@gmail.com. 
Please register at uhems.org/event-search.

Thursday, May 12 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) 
Roblox Arcade (Virtual) – Love Roblox? 
Join us in the Roblox Arcade! We have some 
private servers set up for Tweens in grades 
4-6 to hang out with their friends and enjoy 
some of the most popular games via Zoom. 
Registration begins May 5.

Thursday, May 12 (6-7 p.m.) Mama and 
Me Tea – Have fun with pretend play and 
pouring and scooping stations. It's tea for 
two – mom and you! Ages 2-7. This program 
is intended for children of all abilities, with 
an emphasis on pretend and sensory play. 
Siblings, and other loved ones and grown-ups 
welcome. Registration begins May 5.

Thursday, May 12 (7-8 p.m.) Thursday 
Night Book Discussion – This month’s title 
is "The Two Lives of Lydia Bird" by Josie Silver. 
The group meets the second Thursday of odd 
months. Participants will need to obtain their 
own copies of the title. Please register.

Friday, May 13 (4-4:30 p.m.) Read It, 
Make It @ the Library – Make a craft based 
on a story that is read aloud. Grades PreK-
1, siblings are welcome. Registration begins 
May 6.

Saturday, May 14 (1-2 p.m.) Pokemon 
Fun – Join Miss Rachel for Pokemon fun! This 
will be a time to view and trade cards, do a 
craft (if desired), and play a Pokemon bingo 
game. Feel free to bring your cards! Ages 6-11. 
Registration begins May 7.

Sunday, May 15 (2-4 p.m.) Anime Club 
– A great club for anime and manga lovers! All 
otaku and newbies welcome! Grades 7-Adult. 
Registration opens May 8.

Monday, May 16 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Things 
That Go Craft Pick-Up – Celebrate things 
that go with some fun crafts! Registration 
begins May 9.

Monday, May 16 (11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.) 
Amazing Adults – Enjoy crafts, songs, 
simple fitness, and more fun in each session! 
This program is for adults with disabilities. 
Registration begins May 9.

Monday, May 16 (1-2:30 p.m.) True 
Crime Book Club – This month’s title is 
"When a Killer Calls: A Haunting Story of 
Murder, Criminal Profiling, and Justice in 
a Small Town" by John Douglas and Mark 
Olshaker. Please register.

Monday, May 16 (7-8:30 p.m.) Maker 
Monday: Embroidery Design – Learn 
how to design your own patches for our new 
embroidery machine that you can later pick 
up at the drive up window! Please register.

Tuesday, May 17 (4-4:45 p.m.) The Sci-
ence of Magic Tree House: Shadow of 
the Shark – Join Mrs. K as we explore the 
book "Shadow of the Shark." We will learn 
about sharks and other fish in the ocean. 
Grades 1-2. Registration begins May 10.

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s                       
early May calendar of events

Celebrate Free Comic Book 
Day at Porter Library!

by ELAINE WILLIS

Comic book and graphic novel 
fans of all ages are invited 
to celebrate Free Comic 

Book Day at Westlake Porter Public 
Library by picking up a free comic 
book, learning to draw their own 
comic book, or meeting and posing 
with popular comic book character 
figures. Free superhero buttons and 
craft activities will also be available. 
Free Comic Book Day will take place 
on Saturday, May 7, during regular 
business hours (9 a.m.-6 p.m.).

The free comic books are cour-
tesy of Carol & John’s Comic Book 
Shop and will be available while sup-
plies last – limit three per person. The 

character figures, which are in the 
library lobby, are provided by West-
lake’s own Mel Maurer and include 
Superman, Spider-Man, Iron Man, 
Batman, the Hulk, Black Panther, the 
Flash, a Minion, SpongeBob, Sonic 
the Hedgehog, and some of the Pea-
nuts Gang.

Aspiring comic book artists can 
learn how to create their own comic 
books during a drop-in session from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. The library’s own car-
toonist, Jessica Meek, will be on hand 
with templates and practical advice 
(no registration necessary).

Free Comic Book Day is an 
annual nationwide event advocating 
reading and appreciation of the comic 
book and graphic novel genre. 

The Peanuts Gang and a Minion, some of the comic book figures created 
by Westlake's Mel Maurer, are on display in the lobby of Westlake Porter 
Public Library in celebration of Free Comic Book Day, May 7.

Village Project named a 
finalist for $25K grant

by LISA MCDANELS

Calling all community mem-
bers: Village Project (VP) has 
a chance to bring $25,000 to 

our community!
“We are so excited to be named 

one of the top 200 finalists in the State 
Farm Neighborhood Assist grant 
program,” said Executive Director 
Meredith LaVecchia. “We really need 
everyone to rally behind 
our cause and cast your 
votes for Village Project to 
help us!”

“It really is like a pop-
ularity contest,” Meredith 
says. “It will all boil down 
to the top 100 nonprofits that get the 
most votes. So, we’re really counting 
on the community and beyond to 
help us win.”

It’s easy: to vote, simply scan the 
accompanying QR code.

Voting is open until midnight 
on Friday, May 6, and you can vote 
up to 10 times per day – every day 
– for our cause. VP is hoping to be 
named one of the winners who will 
be announced on Tuesday, June 7.

This money would allow VP 
to continue to provide nourishing, 
healthful meals and service to our 
neighbors experiencing cancer. VP 
has increased families served by 

almost 25% in two years. 
During this same time, our 
food and packaging costs have 
grown by more than 20%.

“Because VP accepts 
all clients in active cancer 
treatment living within our 

five neighboring communities,” says 
Meredith, “we continue to be chal-
lenged to streamline costs while still 
providing a high level of client care.”

Any questions? Please contact 
VP at 440-348-9401. 

VP volunteers making meals for our clients.
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SAVE THE DATE
Westlake-Bay Village Rotary 

ART 
FESTIVAL
Saturday, July 30, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
On the grounds of Porter Public Library 
and Westlake Elementary School
For artist application, on-line submission and more information
Visit - www.westlakebayvillagerotaryartfest.com

Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, a fluke hap-
pened.

I finished running 
on my treadmill. Feeling good, 
I decided to walk Rosie, my old 
German shepherd mix. At the 
end of the block, we ran into our 
neighbor Isla and her black Lab, 
Moose. We got talking – anima-
tedly. After a while, I began to 
feel tsunamis of nausea and 
stomach pain.

Next thing I knew, I was 
staring at the great blue sky and 
wet dog noses.

I turned my head and saw 
another curiosity – in the dis-
tance, Isla was weaving and 
waving frantically in the middle 
of the street.

My first thought: She’s 
going to get herself killed.

That was the first time I’d 
ever passed out. According to 
Isla, I collapsed. She was quick 
to catch me, laid me down on 
the grass. While the dogs sniffed 
me aggressively for signs of life, 
she ran up and down the street 
looking for help.

“I’ve never seen anybody 
collapse like that,” she said. “It 

scared the hell out of me.”  
Passing out, fainting, or syn-

cope as we call it in medicine, is 
common. Up to 40% of us will 
experience an episode some-
time in our life.

The mechanism is simple: a 
drop in blood flow to the brain. 
We lose consciousness briefly. 
And it’s scary.

In healthy people, benign 
conditions cause most syn-
cope. The episode averages 17 
seconds. If it lasts more than a 
few minutes, doctors begin to 
worry about other causes, like 
seizures. It’s usually caused by 
some nerve reflex reaction that 
drops blood pressure. The trig-
gers can be pain, heat, emotion-
al stress, getting blood drawn, 
dehydration, drinking alcohol, 
prolonged sitting or standing or 
movements like urinating, def-
ecating, violent coughing.

So you ask: why does our 
body, out of the blue, decide to 
drop blood pressure instead of 
raising it when we’re stressed? 
That’s anybody’s guess. Doctors 
can usually accurately diagnose 
these benign conditions by a 
good history and physical.

When do you worry?

About 10% of syncope are 
caused by dangerous heart 
conditions: abnormal rhythms 
and structures. There’s usually a 
history of known heart diseases 
like irregular heartbeat, heart 
failure, enlarged heart, etc.

The following presentations 
are alarming: 1. Passing out sud-
denly, that is, without any warn-
ing or preceding symptoms; 2. 
Passing out during exertion; 3. 
Heart palpitation (a sensation 
of fast or irregular heartbeats) 
before syncope; 4. A family his-
tory of unexplained sudden 
death before the age of 35. There 
are more, but these are most 
common.   

Syncope is not entirely 
benign. About 30% result in 
significant injury. My husband 
passed out after urinating at the 
Westlake Recreational Center 
(the fancy name for this benign 
condition is micturition syn-
cope). His head hit something 
hard. A scalp wound bleeds 
more because of its rich vascula-
ture. When the EMS arrived, the 
locker room apparently looked 
like a blood-splattered crime 
scene.

My syncope was likely a 
combination of dehydration and 
emotional excitement. Thanks to 
Isla and the dogs, I didn’t have 
a single bruise or sore muscle. I 
woke up feeling calm and peace-
ful. But poor Isla: “I’ve never 
been so scared in my life.” 

Passing over some reasons 
you may be passing out

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

by COLLEEN HARDING

I know I am not alone 
when I say the news makes me 
sad. For a long time, the news 
has been a source of continu-
ous negativity, disappointment 
and concern. I don’t know 
what is worse – the actual story 
or how it is presented. Both are 
equally hard to watch.

It does, however, make 
you think. Think about how 
lucky we are to live where we 
do. If the news provides any-
thing good, it should make us 
appreciate it. Good things! 

Soon we will be riding 
our bikes around town, racing 
to soccer games on Saturday 
mornings and baseball parks, 
sitting outside at a restaurant 
having a meal or enjoying an 
ice cream or a glass of wine 
watching the sunset at Hun-
tington Beach. We run into old 
friends at coffee shops, banks, 
grocery stores and ice cream 
parlors. We get to feel safe. That 
alone is a privilege.  

Our children get to go to 
good schools with teachers 
who care about them. They 
ride their bikes and leave them 
in bike racks, mostly without 
locks. We have police officers 

who are good and kind and 
help our children learn about 
safety and the importance 
of good choices. They show 
them their cars and trucks at 
the Touch-a-Truck event. We 
have a rose garden, a historical 
society and fireworks on the 
4th of July.

We have moms and dads 
who volunteer their time as 
coaches, drivers and lunch 
helpers. They volunteer their 
free time to their children and 
their children’s friends because 
it is important that our children 
experience a childhood.

Yes, I think it’s pretty great 
here in Bay Village, Ohio. We 
should appreciate this life and 
this town. At a time when there 
is so much uncertainty in the 
world, we get to live where 
neighbors smile and wave at 
each other. Many times, the 
entire town seems to be one 
big backyard. It’s special here.    

It’s not perfect. We have 
heated school board meet-
ings, midges in June and slow 
drivers. If the worst thing that 
happens to you is being stuck 
behind someone going too 
slow on Wolf Road, I think 
you’re doing great. If you don’t 
think so ... turn on the news.

Take a moment to appreciate
READER'S OPINION
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.
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I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions are 
gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to get 

involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to 
fulfill our founding mission – to strengthen 
our community by informing and engaging 

Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
If you are able to help us continue to provide a 
free medium where the community can share 

news, share stories and share laughs, 
please send a cash or check donation along 

with the form. 
Donations may also be made by credit card at                

wbvobserver.com.
All supporters will be recognized in future 

editions of the Observer.

We need your help

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

After a two-year absence, the West-
lake Rain & Garden Show made 
a triumphant return in April. The 

event was held at the Westlake Community 
Services Center.

There also were several great activities 
and crafts for kids, including instruction on 
how to plant their own garden, coloring mate-
rials and more. The first 100 kids received free 
giveaway bags.

Due to popular demand, organizers 
extended the Kid Zone by an additional hour, 
with newly-added child passport stops. Door 
prizes were awarded every half hour from 

11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. with Passport participation. 
Attendees were asked to bring book donations 
for the new Goodwill Bookstore in Westlake. 

This year's intended theme was "native 
plants." Native plants are indigenous to a given 
geographic area in geologic time. When creat-
ing a small garden or restoring acres of land 
you should choose to plant native plants. These 
plants support local wildlife and play a huge 
role in soil and water conservation. Native 
plants offer solutions to environmental prob-
lems along with the assortment of colors shapes 
and textures are eye catching.

To learn more on why you should plant 
native, visit Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources website at ohiodnr.gov/gonative. 

Westlake Rain & Garden Show makes triumphant return

You can download complete 
PDF versions of Observer issues 

on our website at:  
wbvobserver.com/                        
download-issues
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620 Dover Center Rd.
Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop
ALL HAIRCUTS $20

Stop in anytime,
or call for an appointment

440-871-0899


